NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
WASHINGTON, D.C.

ISSUED: October 6, 1981

SAFETY RECOMMENDATION (8)
H-81-80
Forwarded to:

Mr., Norman Darwick

Executive Direetor

International Association of
Chiefs of Police

11 Firstfield Road

Gaithersburg, Maryland 20760

Mr. John Systma

President

Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers
400 1st Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20020

Mr, C. Whitlock Bennet, Jr.
President

Mr. F. A. Hardin
International President

American Trucking Associations, Inc.
1616 P Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Mr. Clifford J. Harvison

Managing Director

National Tank Truck Carriers Association
1616 P Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20036

Mr, Charles J. DiBona

United Transportation Union
14600 Detroit Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44107

Mr. W, H. Dempsey

President and Chief Executive
Officer

Association of American Railroads

1920 L Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C., 20036

Governors of all States

President

American Petroleum Institute
2101 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037

{(See attached list)

During a 1-month period in the fall of 1979, the National Transportation Safety
Board (NTSB) investigated four accidents at railroad/highway grade crossings
involving a train collision with a truck transporting petroleum products. Three of
these accidents resulted in gasoline fires which engulfed the truck trailers and the
train locomotives. While the drivers were uninjured in the three acecidents involving
fire, five railroad employees were killed, four were injured, and the total property
damage for the three accidents was estimated to be more than $923,000. These four
accidents and five similar accidents, previously investigated by the NTS8B, all
involved factors that have been found to be common in accidents at erossings which
involved trucks transporting bulk hazardous materials. Because of this accident
experience, the NTSB initiated a special study 1/ to determine the magnitude of the
problem and the characteristics of accidents at erossings involving trucks
transporting bulk hazardous materials.

1/ For more detailed information, read Special Study--"Railroad/Highway Grade
Crossing Acecidents Involving Trucks Transporting Bulk Hazardous Materials" (NTSB-
HZM-81-2).



-

The NTSB examined data from its accident investigations involving train collisions
with trucks transporting bulk hazardous materials and reviewed accident data on this type
of accident from four agencies in the U.8. Department of Transportation (DOT). The data
for 1975 through 1979 revealed a yearly average of 62 accidents, 7 fatalities, 41 injuries,
and $1,670,000 in property damage for these truck aceidents.

Shortly after the NTSB initiated the acecident investigation phase of this study in
November 1880, four such accidents occurred within a 10-day period that resulted in
9 fatalities, 9 injuries, and $718,000 in property damage. In this 10~-day period, the total
fatalities exceeded the yearly average, and the property damage was 43 percent of what
might be expected for an entire year. Another accident investigated in 1981 resulted in
the derailment of 5 locomotive units and 24 cars, 1 fatality, and $2,748,000 in property
damage--1.6 times the average annual property damage in recent years.

To reduce the number of aceidents involving train collisions with trucks transporting
bulk hazardous materials, a uniform, coordinated effort is needed. The education,
enforcement, engineering, and legislative effort that is required involves interaction
among agencies that may ordinarily not become involved in each other's activities. The
trucking associations, State and local departments of transportation, railroads, labor
groups, enforeement agencies, legislatures, carriers, and shippers should participate in
this effort. Many of these agencies are already working together on "Operation
Lifesaver,” which is being promoted by the National Safety Council. It may be
appropriate for the National Safety Council to again act as a national focal point to
develop programs specifically aimed at reducing acecidents with bulk hazardous materials
trucks, perhaps as an extension of Operation Lifesaver.

Therefore, the National Transportation Safety Board recommends that the
International Association of Chiefs of Police; American Trucking Associations, Ine.;
National Tank Truek Carriers Association; American Petroleum Institute; Brotherhood of
Loceomotive Engineers; United Transportation Union; Association of American Railroads;
and Governors of ail States:

Assist the National Safety Council in its program to reduce accidents
involving trucks ecarrying bulk hazardous materials across erossings.
(Class II, Priority Action) (H~81~80)

KING, Chairman, and GOLDMAN and BURSLEY, Members, concurred in this
recommendation, DRIVER, Vice Chairman, and McADAMS, Member, did not participate.
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GOVLERNORS

ALABAMA

Honeorable Forrest James, Jr.
Governor of Alabama
Montgomery, Alabama 36104

ALASKA

Honorable Jay 5. Hammond
Governor of Alaska
Juneau, Alaska 99801

ARIZONA

Honorable Burce E. Babbitt
Governor of Arizona
Phoenix, Arizona 85007

ARKANSAS

Honorable Frank White
Governor of Arkansas

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

CALIFORNIA

Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr,
Governor of California
Sacramento, California 85814

COLORADO

Honorable Richard D, Lamm
Governor of Colorado
Denver, Colorado 80203

CONNECTICUT

Honorable William O'Neill
Governor of Connecticut
Hartford, Connecticut 06115

DELAWARE

Honorable Pierre S. DuPont, IV
Governor of Delaware
Dover,=Delaware 19001

FLORIDA

Honorable D. Robert Graham
Governor of Florida
Tallahassee, Florida 32301

GEORGIA

Honorable George D. Busbee
Governor of Georgia
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

HAWATL

Honorable George R. Arivoshi
Governor of Hawaii

Honoliulu, Hawaii 96813

IDAHOQ

Honoralbe John V. Evans
Governor of Idahe
Boise, Idaho 83720

TLLINOIS

Honorable James R. Thompson, Jr.
Governor of Illiinois
Springfield, Illinois 62706

INDIANA

Honorable Bob Orr

Governor of Indiana
Indianapolis, Indiana 42604

I0WA

Honorable Robert D. Ray
Governor of lowa

Des Moines, Iowa 50319

KANSAS

Honorable John W. Carlin
Governor of Kansas
Topeka, Kansas 66603

KENTUCKY

Honorable John Y. Brown, Jr.
Governor of Kentucky
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

LOUISIANA

Honorable David €. Treen
Governor of Louisiana

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70801

MAINE

Honorable Joseph E. Brennan
Governor of Maine

Augusta, Maine 04880

MARYLAND

Honorable Harry R. Hughes
Governor of Maryland
Annapolis, Maryland 21404



MASSACHUSETTS

Honorable Edward J. King
Governor of Massachusetts
Boston, Massachusetts 02133

MICHIGAN

Honorable William G. Milliken
Governor of Michigan

Lansing, Michigan 48903

MINNESQOTA

Honorable Albert H. Quie
Governor of Minnesota

st. Paul, Minnesota 55101

MISSISSIPPI

Honorable William F. Winter
Governor of Mississippi
Jackson, Mississippl 39201

MISSOURL

Honorable Christopher S. Bond
Governor of Missouri

Jefferson City, Missourli 65101

MONTANA

Honorable Ted Schwinden
Governor of Montana
Helena, Montana 59601

NEBRASKA

Honorable Charles Thone
Governor of Nebraska
Lincoln, Nebraska 68509

NEVADA

Honorable Robert F. List
Governor of Nevada

Carson City, Nevada 89701

NEW BAMPSHIRE

Honeorable Hugh J. Gallen
Governor of New Hampshire
Concord, New Hampshire 03301

NEW JERSEY

Honorable Brendan TI. Byrne
Governor of New Jersey
Trenton, New Jersey 08625

NEW MEXICO

Honorable Bruce King
Governor of New Mexlco
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

NEW YORK

Honorable Hugh L. Carey
Governor of New York
Albany, New York 12224

NORTH CAROLINA

Honorable James B. Hunt, Jr.
Governor of North Carolina
Ralelgh, North Carolina 27611

NORTH DAKCTA

Honorable Allen I. Olson
Governor of North Dakota
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505

CHIO

Honorable James A. Rhodes
Governor of Ohio
Columbus, OChio 43215

OKLAHOMA

Honorable George Nigh
Governor of Oklahoma
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

OREGON

Honorable Victor G. Atiyeh
Governor of Oregon

Salem, Oregon 97310

PENNSYLVANIA

Honorable Richard L. Thornburgh
Governor of Pennsylvania
Earrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120

RHODE ISLAND

Honorable J. Joseph Garrahy
Governor of Rhode Island
Providence, Rhode Island 02903

SOUTH CAROLINA

Honorable Richard W. Riley
Governor of South Carolina
Columbia, South Carolina 235201



SOUTH DAKOTA

Honorable William J. Janklow
Governor of South Dakota
Pierre, South Dakota 57501

TENNESSEE

Honorable Lamar Alexander
Governor of Tennessee
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

TEXAS

Honorable Willlam P, Clements, Jr.
Governor of Texas

Austin, Texas 78711

UTAH

Honorable Scott M. Matheson
Governor of Utah

Salt Lake City, Utah 84114

VERMONT

Honorable Richard A. Snelling
Governor of Vermont
Montpelier, Vermont 05602

VIRGINIA

Honorable John N. Dalton

Governer of the Commonwealth
of Virginia

Richmond, Virginia 23219

WASHINGTON

Honorable John Spellman
Governor of Washington
Olympia, Washington 98504

WEST VIRGINIA

Honorable John D. Rockefeller, IV
Governor of West Virginia
Charleston, West Virginia 25305

WISCONSIN

Honorable Lee 5. Drefus
Governer of Wisconsin
Madison, Wisconsin 53702

WYOMING

Honorable Ed Herschler
Governor of Wyoming
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002






